
  

Oh, IE6, how we loved you.

Nous♥
Bruce Lawson
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For the Good of the Web:
 An Open Letter to Netscape

(20 July 2000) 

TWO YEARS AGO, when your market share was still high as 
a kite, you pledged to fully support five key standards in the 
next version of your browser...

At last you are talking about shipping product by the end of 
the year. Sounds great – except that it’s the wrong year.



  

Continuing to periodically “upgrade” your old browser while 
failing to address its basic flaws has made it appear that 
you still consider Navigator 4 viable. It is not. ...  keeping 
your 4.0 browser on the market has forced developers to 
continue writing bad code in order to support it. 

If you fail now, the web will essentially belong to a single 
company. And for once, nobody will be able to blame them 
for “competing unfairly.” 

So please, for your own good, and the good of the web, 
deliver on your promises while Netscape 6 still has the 
chance to make a difference.



  



  



  



  

Internet Explorer 6 beta shows great promise 

www.techrepublic.com/article/internet-explorer-6-beta-shows-great-promise/1033023 



  



  

Microsoft Internet Explorer offers few quirks and many 
superb features... After introducing IE-only layout features 
such as scrolling marquees and colored table borders in 
earlier versions, Microsoft is now committed to the 
standards set by the World Wide Web Consortium.

www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,541298,00.asp



  



  

WaSP

IE6 for Windows delivers fine support for HTML 4, CSS-1, 
and other important W3C standards.

web.archive.org/web/20011201032740/http://www.webstandards.org/upgrade/



  



  

I Love This Browser!  I have loved browsing the web since I 
started way back in the mid 90s, and I really love browsing 
with IE.

 
 
 

 



  

I Love This Browser!  I have loved browsing the web since I 
started way back in the mid 90s, and I really love browsing 
with IE.

Scott Stearns
Test Manager, IE
blogs.msdn.com/b/ie/archive/2004/07/21/190747.aspx

 



  



  

(Artist's Impression)



  

● DOCTYPE switching (for broken box model)
● HTML Components (.htc files)
● CSS Expressions
● Coloured scroll bars
● IE filters and DHTML behaviors
● 



  

http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/biz/2010/05/123_52401.html



  

Why?



  

Hell is other browsers

"The browser is a really hostile programming environment."



  



  



  



  

Ipad pic, tweet "ipad = IE4"



  



  



  



  



  

Let's face facts: the Web will never be the dominant 
platform. . It would help if all the rendering engines but one 
were to die, but even that would not be enough. Even if 
WebKit was the only game in town, it would still be crucial 
for it to have competent, sympathetic, benevolent leaders. 

joehewitt.com/2011/09/22/web-technologies-need-an-owner



  

32% developers want 
monoculture

http://urtak.is/vOtBLj



  

-webkit-box-shadow
-webkit-transform
-webkit-transform-origin
-webkit-border-radius
-webkit-border-top-left-radius
-webkit-border-top-right-radius
-webkit-border-bottom-left-radius
-webkit-border-bottom-right-radius
-webkit-transition
-webkit-transition-delay
-webkit-transition-duration
-webkit-transition-property
-webkit-transition-timing-function
-webkit-linear-gradient 



  



  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Browser_wars#The_first_browser_war



  



  

Ipad pic, tweet "ipad = IE4"



  

The principles of universality of access irrespective of hardware or 
software platform, network infrastructure, language, culture, geographical 
location, or physical or mental impairment are core values

Tim Berners-Lee



  

brucel@opera.com
opera.com/developer

www.brucelawson.co.uk
@brucel
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